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Who Would Read This Book?

This book was written for the experienced R/3 consultants, who wants to know
more about interface programming and data migration. It is mainly a compilation
of scripts and answers who arose during my daily work as an R/3 coach.

Quid - What is that
book about?

Quis - Who should
read the book?

Quo mado - how
do you-benefit from
the book?

Quo (Ubi) - Where
would you use the
book?

Quando - when
should you read the
book

Cur — Why should
you read the book

The R/3 Guide. is a Frequently Given Answers book. It is a
collection oftanswers, | have given to questions regarding EDI
over and,over again, both from developers, consultants and
client’s technical staff. It is focussed on the technical aspect of
SAP.R/3 IDoc technology. It is not a tutorial, but a supplement
to the R/3 documentation and training courses.

The R/3 Guide has been written with the experienced
consultant or ABAP developer in mind. It does not expect any
special knowledge about EDI, however, you should be familiar
with ABAP IV and the R/3 repository.

Well, this book is a “How to” book, or a "Know-how"-book. The
R/3 Guide has its value as a compendium. It is not a novel to
read at a stretch but a book, where you search the answer
when you have a question.

You would most likely use the book when being in a project
involved in data interfaces, not necessarily a clean EDI project.
IDocs are also helpful in data migration.

The R/3 Guide is not a tutorial. You should be familiar with the
general concept of IDocs and it is meant to be used after you
have attended an R/3 course on IDocs, ALE or similar. Instead
of attending the course you may alternatively read one of the
R/3 IDoc tutorial on the market.

Because you always wanted to know the technical aspects of
IDoc development, which you cannot find in any of the
publicly accessible R/3 documentation.
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another routine raised a workflow event. This can e.g. be used to call the
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The third common way to trigger a workflow is doing it from messaging.

15.5 Example, How To Create A Sample Workflow Handler......................
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16.1 Recording a Transaction With [SHDB].........cccccereenneinneneeeeeeenes

The BTCI recorder lets you record the screen sequences and values entered
during a transaction. It is one of the most precious tools in R/3 since release
3.1. It allows a fruitful cooperation between programmer and application
consultant.

16.2. How to Use the Recorder Efficiently..........c.ccccoveiiiiniiiiiici e,

This routine replaces BDCRECXX to allow executing the program generated
by SHDB via a call transaction instead of generating a BTCI file.

16.3 Include ZZBDCRECXX to Replace BDCRECXX ........cccccuvvieiiiiniieninnne.

This routine replaces BDCRECXX to allow executing the program generated
by via a call transaction instead of generating a BTCl file.

16.4 ZZBRCRECXX_FB_GEN: Generate a Function from Recording............

The shown routine ZZBDCRECXX_FB_GEN replaces BDCRECXX in a recorded
ABAP. Upon executing, it will generate a function module from the recording
with all variables as parameters.

outbound. 113
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15.1 Workflow in R/3 and Its Use For Development............ccccceeviieiiiinnnicnienen. 116

SAP R/3 provides a mechanism, called Workflow, that allows conditional and
unconditional triggering of subsequent transactions from another
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EDI and International Standards

17.1 EDI and International Standards ...............ocoeiveiiiciiiiiiiieer e

Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) as a tool for paperless inter-company
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by several international standards.

17.2 Characteristics of the Standards............cccccvveeiiiiiiieie e

The well-known standards EDIFACT, X.12 and XML have similar characteristics
and are designed like a document description language. Other standards
and R/3 IDocs are based on segmented files.

L17.3  XIMLue i e

This is an excerpt of an XML EDI message. The difference to all other EDI
standards is, that the message information is tagged in a way, that it can be
displayed in human readable form by a browser.

174 ANSIEXL2 o

This is an example of how an ANSI X.12 EDI message for a sales order looks
like. The examples do not show the control record (the “envelope”). EDIFACT
looks very much the same.

142
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Preface

Proper Know-How Saves Costs

We always believed, what has been confirmed over and over again in manifold
projects: The main source fto cutting project costs, is a proper education of the
team. Giving the team members the same book to read homogenizes the
knowledge and sharpens a common sense within the group.

A Frequently Given Answers Book

This book is the result~of thousands of hours of discussion and work with R/3
consultants, developer and clients about interface development from and to R/3.
When we started a new big project in autumn 1998 at the Polar Circle, which
involved a big number of interfaces, | observed curiously, that my developers
were ordering numerous books, all being related to EDI.

Well, those books did not say any word about R/3 and it was obvious that they
were not.very helpful for our team. | consequently searched the directories for
books on R/3 IDocs, but there was nothing. So | started to compile my material on
IDocs and ALE with the intent to publish it in the WWW. Since | submit the site
http://idocs.de to some search engines | got an astonishing amount of hits. Emails
asked for a written version of the stuff on the web. So — here it is.

Mystery EDI Unveiled

EDI and e-commerce are miracle words in today’s IT world. Like any other mystery
it draws its magic from the ignorance of the potential users. It is frue that there are
many fortune making companies in the IT world who specialize on EDI. They sell
software and know-how for giant sums of money. Looking behind the scenes
reveals, that the whole EDI business can simply be reduced to writihg some
conversion programs. This is not too easy, but the secret of EDI companies is, that
the so-called standards are sold for a lot of money. As soon as you get hold of the
documentation, things turn out to be easy.

IDocs, A Universal Tool for Interface Programming

Although R/3 IDocs had been introduced as a tool to implement EDI solution for
R/3. it is now accepted as a helpful tool for any kind of interface programming.
While this is not taught clearly in SAP’s learning courses, we put our focus on writing
an interface quickly and easily.

http://idocs.de

We praise cutting edge technology. So this book takes advantage of the modern
multimedia hype. Latest updates, corrections and more sophisticated and
detailed examples are found on our web site.

Axel Angeli in December 1999
Logos! Informatik GmbH




